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“Beasts of the South-
ern Wild” will kick 
off the fi rst night of 










squeaked past the 
Vanderbilt Commo-
dores Thursday night, 
winning 17-13.
See page 10






 A s  f a r  a s  Provost  M ichael 
Amiridis is concerned, it’s a buyer’s 
market. 
Through the recession, few 
facult y — here and elsewhere 
— received raises. Others found 
themselves feeling stagnant, open 
to a new challenge.
Over the last year, the university 
has leveraged those realities to 
bring in 120 new faculty members 
for the 2012-2013 academic year, 
and it’s doing so, in large part, by 
approaching professors that have 
established themselves at other 
schools.
They represent the “fi rst wave” 
of a plan to replen ish USC’s 
stagnant faculty over the next four 
years, Amiridis said. The university 
had been barely replacing the 30 to 
50 faculty it lost in a year, he said.
O ver  t he  l a s t  decade ,  t he 
university has had about 1,000 
tenured or tenure-track faculty; 
when the plan’s completed, it 
should employ between 1,200 and 
1,250.
But doing so comes at a cost, and 
the university will drop about $5 
million each year for a “wave” of 
hires — a total of $20 million.
On average, each new position 
will pay between $80,000 and 
$100,000, depending on how many 
USC opens, and they’ll be paid 
with tuition money the university 
has gathered as enrollment has 
swelled.
That’s competitive pay, Amiridis 
said, and it has to be — USC’s 
going after senior-level professors 
at other schools.
Most new faculty at a round-table 
discussion Thursday afternoon 
said they weren’t looking to move; 
instead, USC approached them.
It needed to, Amiridis said, 
because the university’s faculty 
had become “bottom heavy.” It 
had plenty of lower-level junior 
professors, he said, but lacked 
people in senior positions.
Over the past few years, waves 
of senior faculty retired as the 
state threatened changes to its 
ret irement plan; some lef t for 
other opportunities. They weren’t 
consistently replaced.
To fi ll them and draw new people 
to Columbia — often after years 
of work elsewhere — takes some 
convincing, Amiridis said. That 
means competitive wages and other 
incentives, including a program 
that fi nds — or makes — jobs for 
top candidates’ spouses. This set of 
hires included between 15 and 20 
couples, he said.
The set of new facu lt y are 
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
university’s colleges, Amiridis 
said, and roughly follow students’ 
distribution among them.
But they weren’t hired along 
those lines, explicitly.
I n s t e a d ,  c o l l e g e s  a n d 
departments made pitches for 
openings and suggestions for new 
programs that new faculty could 
establish.
For many, like Thomas Hebert, 
a professor in the College of 
Educat ion who’s establ ish ing 
a graduate degree on teaching 
gifted students, that’s given faculty 
the license to do something new 
and intellectually stimulating — 
something many faculty said was 
 The Student Success Center (SSC) 
has received a “significant increase” in 
funding after the center saw an increase 
in use, according to Eric Moschella, its 
director. 
Now, it’ll work with $500,000 each 
year. Demand increased last year, and it 
merged with the ACE academic success 
coaching program. 
That, Moschella said, presented a 
need to expand the scale of both centers’ 
services.
“The reason for [the merger] was 
to create sort of a one-stop shop for 
academic and student success initiatives,” 
Moschella said. “When we combined 
centers, the scale of everything just really 
grew, and that’s exciting.”
Much of the SSC’s operating budget 
will go toward personnel funding, 
a l lowing the center to h ire more 
staff members and expand some of 
its most important programs, such as 
Supplemental Instruction (SI) and ACE 
coaching.
Stacey Bradley, Student Affairs’ 
a s s o c i a t e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r 
administration , said expanding support 
for these services is important for student 
success. 
“The critical nature of follow-up 
opportunities, the need to supervise and 
strategically manage the call center and 
the new early intervention partnership 
with [University 101] and [English 101] 
require an adequate level of support,” 
Bradley wrote in an email response.
New full-time positions are being 
added to meet needs in cross-campus 
adv i s i ng,  on l i ne  lea r n i ng,  ea rly 
inter vent ion and at-r isk ser v ices, 
Moschella said.
The center is also in the process of 
selecting two new ACE coaches and 
plans to expand its SI program from 
 USC’s alumni center may 
not have found a contractor 
to break ground on the $30 
million facility , but the My 
Carolina Alumni Association 
is conf ident in the speed 
and direction the center is 
moving, said Jack Claypoole, 
its executive director. 
“At a major university like 
ours, one of the greatest 
strengths is the power of 
our alumni,” Claypoole said. 
“We don’t have a home base 
that’s school-central. We 
want to place the new center 
in the heart of Columbia 
as  a  home place for a l l 
Carolinians.”
USC is the only school in 
the Southeastern Conference 
that does not have an active 
alumni center, and if other 
SEC alumni organizations 
are any indication, the center 
should reap benefi ts.
“It’s going to have a great 
pay back in the future,” 
Claypoole said. “I’ve spoken 
to other alumni associations 
across the SEC, and they all 
have told me their centers 
pay off extremely well.
“It’s a business investment 




Alumni center on track for 2014 debut
Increase follows more use 
of Student Success Center
Sarah Ellis & Nick Lenze
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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The Student Success Center is in the mezzanine level of the Thomas Cooper Library.
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USC’s proposed alumni center will be located on the corner of 
Lincoln and Senate streets, a property purchased for $1.1 million.ALUMNI ● 2 HIRES ● 4
University adds 120 
professors, plans to 
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that we will see a return on. We’re extremely 
excited about it.”
The site, located on Lincoln and Senate streets , 
where Damon’s Grill now sits , was purchased 
in June for $1.1 million from several sellers 
including the city of Columbia and the Columbia 
Convention Center, as well as a private seller. 
The Columbia Convention Center bought its 
way into a partnership with the alumni center 
by agreeing to complete the underground tunnel 
below Lincoln Street that will connect the alumni 
center to the Convention Center for $1.7 million. 
In return, the Convention Center will be able 
to use the alumni center’s facilities — comprising 
of 60,000 square feet with a 500-person-capacity 
ballroom and 125-seat auditorium — when USC 
activities aren’t taking place there. 
“The center will never sit idle,” Claypoole said. 
“In fact, we’re anticipating a backlog of booking, 
and we are hiring our meeting and planning staff 
a year in advance because of all of the expected 
interest.”
In addition to serving the needs of conferences 
and business meetings, the center will also cater 
to people interested in other activities and events, 
like weddings, too, by planting two botanical 
gardens.
While the $30 million that will pay for the 
center hasn’t been raised yet, Claypoole said the 
project is on track for a 2014 opening. It will be 
funded entirely through private donations and use 
no state or tuition money, he said.
“It’s by alumni for alumni,” Claypoole said. 
“That’s kind of become our motto.”
The Vista was chosen as the prime location for 
the center because, Claypoole said, it embodies 
the heart and soul of Columbia, and it acts as a 
gateway to the university.
“The Vista is great because of all the nightlife, 
restaurants, hotels and attractions that will help 
bring alumni back and keep them engaged,” 
Claypoole sa id. “It ’s def in itely worth the 
investment, and we’re tremendously excited to see 
it come to life.” 
ALUMNI ● Continued from 1
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 F a t e m e h 
Haghighatjoo’s last name 
may look like a jumble of 
consonants to Western 
readers, but, as she told a 
crowd Thursday evening, 
it means “seeker of truth.” 
H a g h i g h a t j o o 
addressed a group of about 
80 students, professors 
and community leaders 
in the Gambrell Hall 
Auditorium for a lecture 
o n  “ I s l a m ,  Po l i t i c s 
and Gender Equal it y 
Movements.”
H e r  d e s i r e  t o 
s e e k  t r u t h ,  o f t e n 
c ont rover s i a l l y,  h a s 
landed her many places 
besides lecture halls.
Before moving to the 
U.S. in 2005, she lived 
in Iran, her birthplace, 
where she was a vocal 
a c t i v i s t  f o r  g e n d e r 
equality, especially in 
politics.
At one point in Iran, 
her mother woke her 
to say some “fr iends” 
had come to see her. 
Haghighat joo quick ly 
realized these late-night 
visitors were not friends 
but policemen, there to 
arrest her for comments 
she had made criticizing a 
political leader.
She was  ja i led  but 
released the next day 
because she was scheduled 
to speak at a human rights 
conference.
“A nd how would it 
look if I didn’t show up 
because I was in jail?” she 
said, with a laugh.
I n her  lec t u re and 
professional work, she 
addresses gender gaps in 
politics, health, education 
and the economy.
Econom ic equa l it y 
has improved in recent 
decades, she said, but 
Haghighatjoo cautioned 
that it can be used to 
mask ot her forms of 
inequality.
Take,  for example, 
polygamy, wh ich she 
sa id i s  suppor ted,  at 
least arguably, under 
Islamic law. Some in 
Iran argue that if a man 
can financially support 
several wives, polygamy is 
acceptable, even desirable.
But  H a g h ig h at jo o 
disagrees.
“What about love?” she 
asked. “You can’t reduce 
a relationship between 
a couple to a f inancial 
issue.”
Her goal, she said, isn’t 
to defend any religion 
— she’s  a  prac t ic ing 
Muslim, but she believes 
secularism can be socially 
productive.
Instead, she said, she 
wants to teach others 
a b o u t  e q u a l i t y  a n d 
inspire people to have 
the confi dence to call for 
fairness from politicians.
One barrier in Iran’s 
relat ionship with the 
U.S.,  she sa id, is  the 
I s l a m i c  e x t r e m i s m 
depicted in A merican 
media. To combat it, she 
encouraged raising the 
v isibil it y of moderate 
Muslims.
Her comparisons of 
gender equality in the 
U.S. and Iran showed how 
deep misunderstandings 
can run.
Though A mer icans 
o f t e n  t h i n k  M idd le 
Eastern governments 
are especially oppressive 
t o w a r d  w o m e n , 
Haghighatjoo dispelled 
t h i s  m i s c onc ept ion . 
Approximately 25 percent 
of parliamentary seats in 
the Middle East are held 
by women, compared to 
only 17 percent of U.S. 
seats.
And the U.S. is one 
of  on ly a  handf u l  of 
count r ies  t hat hasn’t 
r a t i f i e d  t he  Un i t e d 
Nation’s Convention on 
the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women. 
But these facts aren’t 
reason to feel hopeless, 
she said.
“All of us are agents 
of change if we wish to 
be that,” she said, adding 
that college represents 
an especially important 
t ime to act. “W hen I 
went to university, I was 
transformed.”
That was a point she 
contrasted with other 
a spec t s  of  col leg iate 
l i fe, including USC’s 
Thursday night football 
game against Vanderbilt.
“There are issues in 
the world more important 
than Gamecock football,” 
she said.
H agh igh at jo o  a nd 
t h ree  ot her  schola r s 
w i l l  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a 
pa ne l  d i s c u s s ion  on 
Wednesday, Sept. 5, at 
7 p.m. in Gambrell Hall 
Auditorium.  They will 
address topics related 
to the Iranian nuclear 
problem, including the 
likely consequences of 
a military strike against 
Iran’s nuclear facilities. 
Iranian activist talks women’s rights
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Fatemeh Haghighatjoo and a panel will discuss nuclear weapons in Iran Wednesday.
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There’s a certain quiet on the 
weekends of away games — away 
from student section and thousands of 
screaming Carolina fans.
But that feel ing was certainly 
imitated Thursday night, as students 
came to the Russell House in droves 
to cheer with their fellow classmates.
That — or the free food.
Students filled the Russell House 
Ballroom and Theater and spilled out 
into the lobby, where they munched 
on t a i lgat ing s t aple s  — pizza , 
breadsticks, chicken fingers, chips 
and more, all courtesy of Student 
Government.
And while the Gamecocks may 
have slogged through the game’s last 
quarters, their fans’ spirit didn’t.
After a scoreless third quarter, the 
crowd erupted as Marcus Lattimore 
ran the ball in for a touchdown in the 
fourth.
For a moment, they evoked the feel 
of the student section, screaming, loud 
as ever, a rousing “Game — Cocks” 
cheer.
— Compiled by Andrew Askins Photos by Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
T
e
66 class sections to 99, 
requiring an increase in 
the number of student 
instructors, according to 
Moschella.
“A d d i n g  s e c t i o n s 
to expand SI to scale is 
critical to our successful 
retention efforts,” Bradley 
wrote.
Part of the SSC budget 
w i l l  a l so  go  towa rd 
analysis software that 
will help the center and 
professors know when 
a student is in academic 
danger and sett ing up 
equipment infrastructure 
in the cal l center for 
reaching out to students, 
Moschella said.
I n  add it ion to  t he 
$50 0,0 0 0 it  rece ive s 
each year, the SSC has 
received a one-time grant 
of $90,000 to set up an 
online academic support 
system, which will include 
services like academic 
tutoring and f inancial 
literacy consulting via the 
Internet.
T hat  c a sh  w i l l  go 
t o w a r d  e q u i p m e n t , 
software and licensing 
for the system, as well 
as personnel support to 
coordinate the program, 
Moschella said.
The online academic 
s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  i s 
important for the SSC’s 
goal of meeting a variety 
of student needs in a 
variety of formats, he said.
“An online academic 
s upp or t  p re s enc e  i s 
critical,” Bradley wrote, 
“as more students are 
taking evening classes, 
enrol l ing in d istance 
education through the 
Palmetto College and 
living off-campus.”
That, she wrote, makes 
it more diffi cult to attend 
SI sess ions ,  t utor ing 
appointments and other 
in-person programs.
The goal of a l l the 
S S C ’s  s e r v i c e s  a n d 
re sou rce s  i s  to  he lp 
s t udent s  lea r n  more 
effectively and effi ciently, 
Moschella said.
“We don’t want to just 
cater to students that 
a re  hav ing problems 
because  most  of  ou r 
students aren’t having 
problems. We want to 
work with all students 
o n  b e c o m i n g  m o r e 
efficient, more effective 
learners,” Moschella said. 
“Everything we do here is 
designed to help students 
progress toward their 
degree quicker.”
The SSC served about 
8,000 to 9,000 individual 
students last year during 
some 51,000 v isit s or 
contacts, Moschella said.
Cross-campus advising 
and ACE coaching each 
scheduled more than 
1,200 appointments in 
Fall 2011, a 78-percent 
i n c r e a s e  s i n c e  Fa l l 
20 09 for  ACE and a 
146 -percent increase 
s i n c e  Fa l l  2010  f o r 
cross-campus advising, 
according to Bradley.
But the center hopes 
to keep expanding and to 
improve its student-based 
programs and overal l 
effi ciency and ultimately, 
Moschella hopes, become 
the fi rst place students go 
for academic support and 
coaching.
“Our ultimate goal is 
to integrate what we do 
into the student culture at 
USC,” Moschella said.
News Editor Thad Moore 
contributed reporting. 
a big incentive to uproot 
and move. 
“You can’t do the same 
thing your whole life,” 
said David Cutler, the 
new director of music 
entrepreneurship. “You 
need new challenges.” 
The new hires wil l 
be joined next year by 
another wave of faculty, 
Amiridis said, and the 
university has already 
beg u n search ing for 
people to fi ll those ranks.
In the mean time, this 
year’s wave is still getting 
used to life in Columbia.
A  f e w  j ok e d  t he y 
were still getting used 
to the school’s infectious 
football culture as USC 
geared up for its game 
against Vanderbilt — and 
were st il l look ing for 
garnet regalia.
O n e ,  C a r o l e 
Oskeritzian, a professor 
i n  t h e  S c h o o l  o f 
Medicine who studies 
i n f l a m m a t i o n  a n d 
a l lerg ies ,  apolog ized 
as she arr ived to the 
meeting a few minutes 
late; she’d gotten turned 
around moving between 
campuses. 
But Oskeritzian, who 
comes to  USC f rom 
Paris’s Pasteur Institute, 
has also learned of some 
of the state’s realities — 
and found silver linings 
within them. 
“What a better place 
than South Carolina to 
study allergies,” she said. 
Did you wear your 
Garnet and Black 
today?
Get spotted and win a 
$25 Barnes & Noble giftcard!
We’ll be watching.
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The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew point s page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
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Obama’s Reddit debut smart campaign move
Use of social media brings president 
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If you f ind an error in today’s edition of The Daily 
Gamecock, let us know about it. Email sagcked@mailbox.
sc.edu and we will print the correction in our next issue.
“If there’s 
anything we 
would want to 
see our tuition 
dollars spent 
on, it would be 
improving our 
education.”
A n est imated 45,000 people , 
descended onto the f looded streets 
of Tampa, Fla., this week for the 
commencement of the 2012 Republican 
National Convention . With no fewer 
than 70 speakers, this four-day rally 
around Republican nominee Mitt 
Romney is being seen 
b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
22.3 mill ion v iewers 
nationwide so far . Of 
that audience, nearly 15 
million are over age 55 .
T h o u g h  l i k e l y 
due  i n  pa r t  to  t he 
younger generation’s 
preference for obtaining 
informat ion v ia the 
I nter net ,  one ca n’t 
help but wonder if the 
elaborate and expensive tradition of 
national conventions is becoming 
obsolete in the age of short attention 
spans and shallow pockets. In the 
past, national conventions were held 
to announce the Republican and 
Democratic nominees. But now, thanks 
to a change to the voting system back 
in the ’70s, nominees are revealed long 
before the event, draining much of the 
interest, excitement and necessity.
Though the huge platform and 
relentless coverage provides candidates 
with an opportunity to make an 
impression and define themselves to 
a nation so desperately in need of solid 
leadership, the costs and efforts are 
getting increasingly hard to justify.
This year, taxpayers will spend more 
than $136 million on the Republican 
a nd  D e mo c r a t i c  c o n v e nt io n s 
combined, $100 million of that coming 
direct ly from Congress to cover 
security expenses . These numbers 
do not even include the gargantuan 
amou nt s  of  money donated by 
supportive taxpayers in the era of the 
Super PAC. This raises the question of 
whether a convention, when our nation 
is carrying the burden of such colossal 
debt, is even worth it.
Speaker of the House John Boehner 
doesn’t think so. “I think these are 
very expensive propositions to put 
on ... Given as much news as people 
get today and the way they get their 
news, I’m not sure having a four-day 
convention in the future makes a lot 
of sense.” And he’s right. Cutting 
the conventions down to one or two 
dynamic nights could drast ically 
cut costs while still perpetuating 
democratic tradition and effectively 
reaching out to voters.
Some are even call ing for the 
complete abolition of the entire event. 
Dan Schnur, the director of the Jesse 
M. Unruh Institute of Politics and 
former communicat ions director 
for John McCain’s 2000 campaign 
suggests, “Maybe we should set aside 
the money and use it for a post-election 
gathering, where the leaders of both 
parties can get together and finally 
begin serious conversations on how to 
address the nation’s looming debt crisis 
and fi scal meltdown.” 
The reality is, conventions have 
become more of  a  super f luous 
formalit y than the monumental 
occasions they once were. Much is said 
but little is learned or decided upon, 
an unfortunate trend in present-day 
US politics. Much like in Congress, it 
would be benefi cial for all if politicians 
were less about the presentation and 
more about the progress. 
Since Monday, almost everyone 
has been paying attention to the 
Republican National Convention 
in Tampa, Fla., especially with 
the colorful presentation of votes 
from the leaders of every state. 
What was also interesting was 
that every state, when presenting 
it s  count ,  ended with “and 
the man who will be the new 
president of the United States, 
M it t  Rom ne y.” 
Clearly, Romney 
is the man tasked 
w it h t he job of 
“beating” President 
Barack Obama, but 
he took a backseat 
last night to the 
man he chose as his 
running mate, Rep. 
Paul Ryan. 
R y a n  i s  t h e 
defi nition of a Republican, a man 
so staunch in his conservative 
beliefs that he tends to radiate 
among his peers. Many of the 
voters are excited about Romney’s 
faith in him, as many voters 
are not able to connect with 
Romney’s multimillion-dollar net 
worth. Paul Ryan, on the other 
hand, is an easygoing, common 
American with humble origins. 
In fact, Ryan’s acceptance speech 
Wednesday n ight had been 
rewritten many times to focus 
on his small-town values and 
immigrant family background. 
There has been rising interest 
in the vice presidential candidates 
lately, something unseen since the 
days of Lyndon B. Johnson in the 
1960s. Former Gov. Sarah Palin 
exploded onto the national stage 
of politics in the 2008 race, driven 
by passion and a rallying cry for 
change. Although her stardom 
was littered with criticism and 
constant attack of her character, 
she became a polarizing figure 
in politics. If Ryan can replicate 
Palin’s passion from the past 
election, he will attract press and 
allow Romney the opportunity to 
reinvent his image. 
On Aug. 29, President Barack Obama hit the Web 
to chat with Internet users on Reddit , a forum based 
on popular threads where users can comment, rate and 
control the overall pace of the conversation. Reddit 
announced earlier Wednesday that the president would 
be logging online and answering users’ questions. The 
thread was confi rmed online, along with a photo and 
an attachment to a personalized verifi cation tweet from 
the Commander in Chief himself. He took the website 
by storm and within 30 minutes, the site had gone 
down due to the rapid increase of users and comments. 
Obama was, as expected, very selective in which 
questions he answered, although with each question 
he did answer, he provided a lengthy and descriptive 
explanation. Easier questions that dealt with Internet 
freedom and space exploration were met, and less-
than-intelligent questions like, “Do you like cats?” 
and “Toilet paper — facing out, or facing in?” were 
avoided. One question read, “What are you going 
to do to end the corrupting influence of money in 
politics during your second term?” Obama jumped 
right on this question, explaining the importance of 
passing the Disclose Act , an act that 
monitors and discloses who’s giving 
money to who in the political world. 
He was also adamant about preventing 
lobbyist bundling — gathering money 
from friends, colleagues and others — 
and giving it to preferred campaigns. 
One good question came from a recent 
law school graduate, frustrated with 
unemployment and school debts caused 
by rising tuitions.
As college students, these are topics 
we discuss all of the time with different 
people every day, and these are questions we are 
concerned about. The president empathized with one 
unemployed commenter , explaining his new health 
care bill that allows children to stay on their parents’ 
plan until they are 26. He explained the importance 
of creating “solid middle-class jobs” and “investing in 
education,” as well as making college more affordable 
and raising taxes on people with an income of more 
than $250,000 a year. Although the majority of the 
questions asked were not answered, and there were 
interesting questions that dug straight through the 
filth and right into the infrastructure that weren’t 
answered either, it was still interesting — some might 
even say “cool” — that he took the time to come online 
and chat with the rest of the world.
It’s clear the president has done more than what 
has been necessary to interact with the American 
people during his campaign. Since his successful run 
in 2008, the young demographic has proved to be a 
large support group, and in this election, the situation 
is no different. It’s easy to tell Obama has been very 
involved with the world of social media and marketing, 
something our generation takes seriously. And with his 
campaign well underway, Obama is also doing a great 
job of taking personal interaction with the voters very 
seriously as well, regardless of the demographic. 
This year, USC hired 120 new faculty 
members, the fi rst wave of increased efforts 
to bring in top-notch professors from all 
over the United States and from all over 
the world. This large feat marks USC’s fi rst 
major attempt to restructure the quality of 
our instruction, 
and as students 
who know the 
value of a good 
educat ion, we 
are appreciative 
of that.
Fo r  a  t h a t 
u n i ver s i t y  i n 
constant need 
o f  q u a l i t y 
professors for 
o u r  g r o w i n g 
student population, we are glad to see USC 
is fi nally working hard to bring them to us. 
In past years, USC has been more “bottom 
heavy” than we would like, meaning we’ve 
been short on upper-level professors with 
long-term experience.
But USC plans to change that in the 
next few years, with goals of expanding the 
number of tenured professors from 1,000 to 
1,250, which is a huge increase. Competent 
professors breed competent students, and 
in the present state of our economy, where 
competition is high and knowledge is valuable, 
a good professor can make all the difference.
However, such benefits require great 
sacrifi ces, too, and in this case, the sacrifi ce 
is the annual cost of around $5 million that 
USC is spending on this endeavor. In order 
to attract these professors, USC has offered 
salaries that could ultimately average between 
$80,000 and $100,000, funded by increased 
student enrollment and raised tuition prices. 
But that’s OK with us. If there’s anything we 
would want to see our tuition dollars spent 
on, it would be improving our education 
and seeing new programs created. Better 
professors should not only enhance our 
classroom experience, but also enhance the 
reputation of a university we’re proud of and 
better equip us for life. 
 t may be the most imaginative, cinematic experience that mixes the magical and the dirt-real in ways never seen before. The name may make the fi lm sound dour 
and stressful, but this fi lm is the exact opposite. Trust me. 
“Beasts of the Southern Wild” is loosely adapted from 
a one-act play called “Juicy and Delicious” —  though it’s 
difficult to see that anything so cinematic, and shot in a 
wondrous locale, could have come from the stage.
The opening shot introduces us to the 6-year-old 
Hushpuppy , a fearless girl who lives with her alcoholic but 
loving father, Wink , in a tiny, rundown bayou community 
called the Bathtub. The Bathtub is actually its own island 
located south of the Louisiana levees, where the residents 
share a unique ideology of the outside world. Hushpuppy 
shares this sense of optimism in a community that sees an 
essence of living in what others would call junk, thinking of 
her as somewhat of a paradise.
“We’s got the best place on earth,” Hushpuppy says about 
her community, where everyone parties on whatever alcohol 
they can fi nd and lights up fi reworks when it’s not even the 
Fourth of July.
However, Hushpuppy, along with all of the residents of the 
Bathtub, faces a multitude of challenges as her reality becomes 
victim to similar troubles from the outside world. With her 
father’s health failing as a historic storm heads toward the 
Bathtub, Hushpuppy learns she has to have a fi erce love of life 
to survive in her “Where the Wild Things Are” world.
As for the “beasts” the title alludes to, that’s where the 
creative and imaginative elements of the movie really come 
into play. The beasts could be one of two things in the 
fi lm: They could be the residents of the Bathtub since they 
practically live as “animals” away from modern society, or 
they could be the Aurochs, boarlike prehistoric 
beasts Hushpuppy imagines have been 
thawed from collapsing polar ice caps.
This notion of seeing the world through Hushpuppy’s 
point of view gives “Beasts” a sense of innocence not felt since 
“Forrest Gump.” In voice-overs, Hushpuppy speaks of things 
seen through the naiveté of youth, such as how the world is 
fi lled with small parts that make up a bigger part and how her 
mother “swam away,” constantly looking at the water for her 
to return home.
At the center of the fi lm, newcomer Quvenzhané Wallis is a 
force to be reckoned with at such a young age. She effortlessly 
portrays the optimistic Hushpuppy, who also has a menacing 
side thanks to the tough life she lives.
Dwight Henry also strikes the perfect note as the gruff 
Wink, a man whose fathering may be seen as borderline 
abusive. But deep down, he is a caring parent who spends his 
fi nal days on earth preparing his daughter for the real world.
Unfortunately, “Beasts” is by no means perfect — 
though it comes close despite one f law: the camera work. 
Cinematographer Ben Richardson does capture some 
breathtaking images of the nature that surrounds the Bathtub, 
but the handheld framing makes the overall feel a bit too 
self-consciously gritty and ruins opportunities to truly soak 
in the visuals.
There’s also the question of what “Beasts of the Southern 
Wild” is trying to tell us — but asking what this movie is 
about is like asking why the sky’s blue. “Beasts” simply 
presents itself as a magical fi lm that is simply more of 
an experience than anything else, even an argument.
Similar to Terrence Malick’s “Tree of Life,” 
director Benh Zeitlin presents a surrealistic style 
that desperately requires patience from its viewers. 
It isn’t a fi lm for those who demand simple logic 
or easy answers.
This is an imaginative, independent film 
whose small budget is a complete blessing, 
allowing the filmmakers to work with their 
own style of storytelling. It may not always 
make sense, but, as Hushpuppy would say, the 
universe manages to fi t it together exactly right.
With its wondrous sense of magic realism, 
dreamlike quality and breathtaking performances 
from nonprofessional actors, 
“Beasts” may very well 
be the hidden gem 
of the summer. 
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Film opens fi rst night 
of programming at new 
Nickelodeon Theatre
C o m m e nts  o n 
this story? 
Visit    
dailygamecock.
com/mix
“Well pick me up with golden hand; 
I may see you, I may tell you to run.”
— Rusted Root
Photo courtesy of aceshowbiz.com
 got prescriptions? 
it’s time to transfer them!
order refills online
get a text when they’re ready
use your carolina card
park in a reserved space
   803.777.4890
Five Points boutique Bohemian 
wil l host a t runk show today 
featuring three coveted designers 
f rom 3 to 7 p.m. The brands 
featured will be Mamie Ruth , 
designed by Emily Bargeron , 
and Satchel, designed by both 
Elizabeth Seeger and Mahala 
Lewis. 
Bargeron’s brand Mamie Ruth 
began in Savannah, Ga., and is 
known for its eclectic essence-bold 
patterns and colors, soft jerseys 
and elaborate jewelry. Each piece is 
unique in that Bargeron handmade 
absolutely everything with her 
favorite eco-friendly fabrics and 
wax African prints. 
And in addition of new pieces, 
Bargeron will be offering a small 
collection of exclusive designs.
Satchel, designed by Elizabeth 
Seeger and Mahala Lewis, is 
also coming to Columbia from 
Savannah. The brand focuses 
on leather goods — clutches, 
handbags, shoulder bags, wallets 
and bracelets — all also handmade. 
Seeger and Lewis will debut their 
newest signature pieces tonight. 
The pair also offers made-to-order 
leather goods.
For new Bohemian deliveries, 
sale and event information, visit 
its constantly updated Facebook 
page at  w w w.facebook .com /
s h o p b o h e m i a n  .  Fo r  m o r e 
informat ion on Mamie Ruth 
and Satchel, visit their respective 
websites at www.mamieruth.com 
and www.shopsatchel.com. 
— Compiled by 
Sophie Kerr-Dineen 
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HOUSING
WELCOME BACK! HUNDREDS OF 
HOUSES & APARTMENTS!
We have 1 and 2bdrm’s available 
starting at $290 to $800. Pet’s 
Ok! In many. 803-799-1333, www.
rentmartonline.com RENTMART 
Email rrentmart@sc.rr.com
DORM BLUES? LOOKING FOR A 
HOUSE INSTEAD?
We have hundreds of houses 
available. ALL AREAS SIZES & 
PRICES! 2, 3, & 4BEDROOMS. 
Prices start at $450 to $2250 
Some with Pet’s Ok! 803-799-1333 
or www.rentmartonline.com Email 
rrentmart@sc.rr.com
Office Bldg 5min from USC
1201 State St, Cayce 2000sqft
Lease negotiable 803-796-0356
2br $540 @ USC BBall Fld
Kit w/Appl, W/DConn,H2o inc
+Sec dpt,,Lse,803-600-5461. 
EMPLOYMENT
Amusement business seeks 
part time delivery driver/helpers 
$12-15.00/hr.  email patriotic@
uncle-sammy.org
EMPLOYMENT
Part-time Civil Engineering student 
needed for Irmo engineering firm. 
Strong CAD skills only. $12/hr. 
Flexible Schedule. Send resume 
to: office@insiteusa.net.
Responsible Driver Needed
Responsible, mature driver 
needed M-F 8:45 - 12 noon to 
assist young adult. Responsibilites 
include picking up and taking to 
the gym, running pesonal errands, 
and taking to work by noon every 
day. Looking for a good student 
with a strong faith life, a positive 
attitude, and a warm personality. 
Must have safe car, current 
insurance & a clean driving record. 
Criminal  background check 
required.
Additional hours may be possible 
and position has long term 
potential for the right person. 
Salary negotiable. Please include 
past work experience (paid & 
volunteer), references & date of 
availability in your response to 
803-354-4906. Email kzeigler@
popezeigler.com
China Palace in Camden needs 
kitchen helpers. 




Looking for babysitter, preferably 
education student, to pick children 
up from school and babysit. Hours 
Monday-Thursday 3:00pm-
6:00pm. Please contact Staci at 
803-414-5591
Email lquan@sc.rr.com
All Restaurant Hourly Positions - 
Service, Culinary, Bar, Hospitality
Exciting new casual dining 
concept coming to Irmo Sc.  
Exeperience applicants preferred, 
but eager to learn team members 
welcomed!!
Email vellaschapin@gmail.com
PT Optical Sales position available 
in high fashion boutique for 
responsible, fashion conscious 
individual. Sales experience a 
plus. Office hours 9-5:30 Mon-Sat. 
Must be available most Saturdays. 
Please send resume, references, 




Downtown law firm seeks 
PT Couriers. Must be able to 
work Monday and Wednesday, 
8:30-5:30, mornings and/or 
afternoons. Additional days/
hours may be available. Duties 
include running errands, metering 
mail, conference and break room 
clean up, answering phones and 
other general office duties. Must 
have own vehicle and proof of 
insurance. Business casual attire. 
Competitive salary w/mileage 
reimbursement and paid parking. 
Forward resume w/”PT Courier” 
in the subject line to colalawfirm@
gmail.com. Please include times 
available to work.
Pasta Fresca seeking 
EXPERIENCED SERVERS
Apply in person after 3:30 daily at 
4722 Forest Drive, 29206
EMPLOYMENT
OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE
Our location is looking for a high 
volume, team player that is skilled 
in saute or grill. Applicant must 
have worked in a full service 
restaurant and must be available 
Sundays. We offer an evening 
schedule, part time, fun and 




store number 14111. 
Offers can be up to 11.00 hr. 




Paper / report writing editor
Masters degree graduate with 
legal, business, and academic 
drafting experience that can assist 
students by editing & proofreading 




Parking Spaces: Pickens at 
Blossom, $280 semester 799.3452
MISC
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
WELCOME BANQUET, Aug 31. 
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Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line






14 __ pork: Chinese
dish with pancakes








21 Half an Orkan
goodbye
22 Enjoyed, as a
lollipop
24 Filming locations












44 Reveal, in verse
45 Thick, like fog
46 Step on the gas




56 Samples a bit of










69 Fruit drink ending
70 Egg foo __
71 Name associated
with the start of



































35 Golf club part





















56 “I did it!”
57 Raring to go











www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Columbia Charlotte Shuttle






THOLLEM ELECTRIC’S PURSUIT 
        OF HAPPINESS, GHOST TREES
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $8
Conundrum Music Hall, 
626 Meeting St. 
CHASING AUGUST, A BRIGHTER LIFE, 
APNEA EFFECT
7 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
“BEASTS OF THE SOUTHERN WILD”
5:30, 8 & 10 p.m., 
$10 general / $9 students
Nickelodeon Theatre, 1607 Main St. 
TOMORROW
KID ANTHEM, HAPPINESS BOMB, 
THE HOPE EFFECT
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
WASTED WINE, COMA CINEMA, 
LOS LAGARTOS
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $5
Conundrum Music Hall, 
626 Meeting St. 
 NASHV ILLE, Tenn. — South Carolina’s 
offense hit a few roadblocks early in Thursday 
night’s game against Vanderbilt, committing two 
turnovers within its fi rst three plays. That was 
when the defense stepped up to give the team a 
boost.
With six minutes to play in the fi rst quarter, 
senior linebacker Shaq Wilson intercepted a pass 
from Jordan Rodgers at the USC 14-yard line. 
His 37-yard return set up the Gamecocks’ fi rst 
scoring opportunity en route to their 17-13 win.
“That’s great discipline by a senior,” said 
defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward. “We 
played man-to-man in the red zone because [the 
Commodores] had shown the tendency to run the 
football a lot down there, so we were going to load 
the box and play man-to-man outside ... He was 
disciplined in taking care of his responsibilities, 
and that’s what you expect from a senior.”
Wilson also contributed eight tackles to the 
defensive effort, but junior tailback Marcus 
Lattimore said the interception was what helped 
him regain his momentum after his early turnover.
“After our turnover — my turnover — he made 
that big play,” Lattimore said. “That just got me 
going ... He pumped me up, too.”
Af ter a l lowing Vanderbi lt to put up 200 
offensive yards in the fi rst half, the Gamecocks 
held the Commodores to just 76 yards after 
halftime, including 17 in the fourth quarter.
“We played well overall, other than that one 
mishap where a safety missed the tackle and the 
guy went all the way,” coach Steve Spurrier said. 
“But overall, they played super. Anytime you 
can hold someone to 13 [points] ... It was a game 
where we were very fortunate.”
The mishap Spurrier referred to came on a 
78-yard touchdown pass from Jordan Rodgers 
to Jordan Matthews. Sophomore safety Brison 
Williams misplayed his coverage to allow the 
completion. Defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward 
said it was one of three major mistakes for the 
defense on the night.
“We played hard, but we made three bad plays, 
and that’s something we have to correct,” Ward 
said. “They had two big pass plays that shouldn’t 
have been big pass plays. We coach our [defensive 
backs] never to jump for a ball when you’re behind 
a receiver. We have some work we still have to 
do.”
The defense fi nished the night with fi ve sacks 
and allowed Vanderbilt to convert just three of 
15 third downs. Sophomore tackle Kelcy Quarles 
tied Wilson for the team lead with eight tackles, 
and redshirt junior Jimmy Legree, playing his 
fi rst game at cornerback since moving from free 
safety, added seven tackles, including two for loss.
Sophomore Jadeveon Clowney played a strong 
fi rst quarter, with three tackles, but had a quiet 
second half. Ward said adjustments by Vanderbilt’s 
offense made it harder to defend late in the game.
“Instead of man protecting, they went to sliding 
their front two,” Ward said. “We’ll go back and 
address some better ways to attack the slide 
because I think we’re going to see that a lot this 
season.”
Quarles said the Gamecocks could have played 
better on defense, but at the end of the day, South 
Carolina’s victory meant they did their job.
“We should have held [Vanderbilt],” Quarles 
said. “But things happened, and they scored. We 
came out with more points. Like Coach Spurrier 
told us, whoever has more points at the end of the 
game wins.” 
South Carolina tailback Marcus 
Lattimore could tell quarterback 
Connor Shaw was in pain.
After tak ing a helmet to the 
shoulder on a 2-yard run toward 
the end of the f irst half in the 
season opener against Vanderbilt, 
Shaw went into the locker room 
with a shoulder contusion, not 
returning until halfway through 
the third quarter.
Lat t imore asked Shaw if  he 
would be all right, and Shaw told 
Lattimore he’d be back on, while 
favoring his right shoulder.
“He was hurting bad, but he was 
not going to come out,” Lattimore 
said. “He knew we needed him to 
take over and be our leader.”
Shaw may not have been a l l 
right, but he carried the team on 
his shoulder anyway, leading the 
Gamecocks to a 17-13 win over the 
Commodores.
“That just shows what kind of 
person he is,” Lattimore said. “You 
can see by the way he plays on the 
fi eld what kind of person he is. It 
was just guts. He’s our leader.”
Without Shaw, the Gamecocks 
couldn’t get a fi rst down, watching 
Vandy take a three-point lead on a 
44-yard fi eld goal.
Immediately af ter the score, 
Shaw returned to the f ield, but 
couldn’t get the Gamecocks a fi rst 
down in the third quarter.
“There was no time to panic,” 
Shaw said. “I knew that we were 
going to bounce back.”
On the fi rst drive of the fourth 
quarter, Shaw found Latt imore 
for an 8-yard pass. The next play 
breathed life back into the stagnant 
USC offense.
Shaw lof ted a pass to senior 
t ight end Just ice Cunningham, 
who leaped in t he open f ield 
before being on the receiv ing 
end on a helmet-to-helmet hit by 
Vanderbilt’s Andre Hal, knocking 
Cunningham’s helmet off. A 15-
yard personal foul penalty followed 
the 20-yard reception, moving the 
Gamecocks to the Vanderbilt 22-
yard line.
“I  k new I  caught t he ba l l ,” 
Cunningham said. “I had to hold 
onto the ball, but I knew it was 
going to be a big hit coming.”
The pass was the longest of the 
night, as USC fi nished with just 67 
yards passing, tallying 205 yards 
rushing. Shaw kept it on the ground 
fol lowing Cunnigham’s catch, 
running 12 yards to the Vanderbilt 
1-yard line, diving into the end 
zone and landing awkwardly on 
his shoulder. He came out for the 
next play, but came back in to hand 
off to Lattimore for the go-ahead 
touchdown, giving the Gamecocks 
a 17-13 lead they didn’t relinquish.
“I’m glad he’s my quarterback,” 
sa id defensive l ineman Kelc y 
Quarles. “I’m proud of him. He 
pulled it out, and he came through 
when we needed him.”
The night started poorly for 
South Carolina’s Shaw–Lattimore 
combo. On the fi rst offensive snap 
for the Gamecocks, Latt imore 
f u mbled t he ba l l ,  g iv ing t he 
Commodores possession in USC 
territory.
“I was really, really nervous, 
knowing I was about to get hit for 
the fi rst time,” Lattimore said.
T h e  d e f e n s e  h e l d  t h e 
Commodores on a fourth-down 
at tempt, but on the next USC 
offensive possession, Shaw’s first 
pass was intercepted by Vanderbilt’s 
Kenny Ladler. Vanderbilt couldn’t 
capitalize after quarterback Jordan 
Rodgers was intercepted by senior 
l inebacker Shaq Wilson, who 
returned the pick to the Vanderbilt 
49-yard line.
Two plays later — two rushes by 
Shaw and Lattimore, respectively 
— the Gamecocks were in the end 
zone to take a 7-0 lead.
Fittingly, the Gamecocks secured 
the victory on Shaw’s legs and not 
his shoulder. With Vanderbilt out 
of t imeouts and a minute and a 
half left in the game, Shaw’s 7-yard 
run to the sideline, sliding and 
staying in bounds to keep the clock 
moving, secured the victory for the 
Gamecocks. He fi nished second to 
Lattimore’s 110 rushing yards with 
92. 
“If we don’t make that fi rst down, 
we’ve got 1:27 left, and who knows 
what’s going to happen?” said coach 
Steve Spurrier. “Connor said, ‘I can 
get it, Coach. Don’t worry.’” 
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Shaw plays through 
pain to lead team
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
Defensive effort secures Gamecock victory
Lee Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Tight end Justice Cunnigham caught a 20-yard pass from quarterback Connor Shaw to put USC in scoring position in the fourth quarter.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
Wilson interception, strong second half 
help off ense overcome mistakes
Isabelle Khurshudyan
IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Lee Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC senior linebacker Shaq Wilson intercepted 
Vanderbilt’s Jordan Rodgers’s pass in the fi rst quarter.
